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Bissell, Richard Say, Darling 
Brown. (Atlantic Press) Mar. 21, 
Once upon time there was author who wrote 
book which was selected the Book-of-the-Month 
Club and which later was made into musical comedy 
with entirely different name and which was very 
much more than mildly successful (and going 
made into movie, course) and who wrote novel 
about making his novel into musical; and 
the author not very strong character, indeed, 
will further write novel about making movie the 
musical which was made from his novel and another 
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musical about making this novel about making his 
other novel into musical and another novel about 
making movie out the musical which was made 
from the other novel and forth. golly, this 
author just the lad it, because has way 
writing which quite funny and almost even hilarious 
times. 


The author Mr. Bissell; the other novel was Cents 
from which came the musical Pajama Game, from 
which comes this novel, Say, Darling. And this novel 
about how this author came from Indiana Broad- 
way and got mixed with producer who likes 
wear plaid caps and co-producer who goes for 
mustard color suits with red flecks them and 


genius-type director who collaborates making the 
musical version sitting back chair and thinking 
and telling this author re-write this that scene. 
And there are assorted other people, including the lady 
movie star who selected play the leading lady, 
scene designer who frightfully good and composer 
such popular ballads “Chief Love” who 
obviously egotistic but who turns out good score for 
the show, and and forth. 

All the hassles and wrassles rehearsals, New Haven 
try-outs, and first night Broadway, the woes and 
throes the author, including infatuation for the 
leading lady although his ever-loving wife remains the 
center his life, are here set forth amusing style 
and with amazingly acute ear for the peculiar idiom 
the frenzied Gulch which the contemporary 
theater brewed the assorted witches dedicated 
that sort magic. Adult readers will welcome this 
refreshingly cock-eyed view the backstage prelimi- 
naries which show shaped. The Book-of-the- 
Month Club congratulates itself offering Say, Dar- 
ling half the double feature bill for April; the 
other half being Walter Lord’s Day Infamy, (of 
which, see below). 


Lord, Walter Day Infamy 


Holt. Mar. 25,1957. 243p. $3.95. 

Mr. Lord brings this account the bombing 
Pearl Harbor December 1941, somewhat the same 
technique used his brilliant recreation the 
Titanic’s sinking published last year, Night Re- 
member. has read through much the testimony 
available written form, has talked corresponded 
with nearly six hundred eyewitnesses, (or least 
people who were near Pearl Harbor that morn- 
ing), including score more Japanese who were 
part the attacking force. Not only admirals and 
general and enlisted men, but nurses and housewives 
and children tell their stories. tragic story. The 
suspense Mr. Lord builds up, through some seventy 
pages before the actual bombing attack begins pulse- 
quickening. There were some chances that the attack 
might have been detected and warning given hour 
before the bombs began drop; large flight planes 
was observed radar screen and reported; but one 
believed could anything more than flight exercise 
the air forces based the islands. Even when 
bombs began raining down, men the battleships 
could not believe was more than some “snafu” 
the part their own planes. Heroism was balanced 
shocking loss; and the unconscious humor that rises 
out the numbing surprise the attack more 
pathetic than funny; one knows that the tears will flow 
for loss for surprising escape. 

This reader was left wondering what the outcome 
might have been had the Japanese had ready in- 
vasion force follow the surprise raid. The book will 
prove absorbing for all ages readers. 


Rogers, Lettie Hamlett Birthright 
Simon Schuster. Mar. 308p. $3.50. 
(Literary Guild 


Birthright tract against segregation the negro. 
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tells story, and one that quite good point; 
has some perspicacious character work, including the 
development one monstrously marvelous woman; 
its narrative form graceful, expansive, far from recti- 
linear; yet its didacticism patent and artistically harm- 
ful, directing the elements character and circum- 
stance towards cogent argument rather than towards 
the accurate presentation experience, and imposing 
the story ending that abrupt and incredible. 
Miss Rogers has not much that new say about 
segregation but she does make her point, and she suc- 
ceeds admirably being interesting while speaking out 
for good and against evil. is, incidentally, unfor- 
tunate that her attitudes towards marriage and religion 
have none the maturity that marks her attitude 
toward integration. 


young school teacher, whose beauty emphasized 
time after time for some completely obscure reason, 
ostensibly the central character the story. her 
dismissal for preaching integration that precipitates 
crisis the small North Carolina town where she has 
been teaching. not this girl, however, who domi- 
nates the story; other people are more impressive: 
former town hero, now dead; his shrewd, crafty, power- 
ful wife; their little son; and their cousin, the minister. 
Harry Hibbard, all-American and ace fighter pilot, 
not completely realized; too utterly stupid about 
his wife’s machinations. prominent the novel, 
however, and the flashback his life does much for 
the effective narration the whole plot. The young 
boy very appealing and gives poignancy the story; 
the preacher the deus machina who engineers 
happy ending. Hibbard’s wife is, all the 
characters, most striking. She has quietly burrowed 
into many businesses that she practically controls 
the town, yet she blandly pretends nothing more 
than simple housewife. Through her, Miss Rogers 
illustrates the almost unlimited power for evil that can 
wielded small town one rich person; this 
instance the power used make segregation perma- 
nent. 


Miss Rogers has chosen her theme wisely and exploited 
well; careful use the hidden force money not 
only one the most effective means perpetuating 
evil like segregation, also symbolic all the 
other means. They are all most effective when they 
work not conquer opposition but make im- 
possible. The power given Carrie Hibbard this 
novel monstrous Carrie herself; somewhat 
incredible, too,—about half incredible Carrie’s 
eventual diversion the side the angels; but it, 
something like it, possible enough, 
enough, cause one shiver. Miss Rogers has painted 
ugly picture, distorted for the sake didacticism 
but vivid enough and real enough disturb anybody. 


many her paragraphs Miss Rogers seems 
trying imitate William Faulkner; she succeeds only 
murdering syntax. Apparently Mr. Faulkner 
inimitable. The number and kind the allusions 
sex warrant restricting this book adults; and adults 
may annoyed by, but could scarcely influenced 


Miss Rogers’ sophomoric theology. 


William Hill, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 
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Frankau, Pamela The Bridge every destiny. purpose discover the secret signifi- 


Harper. Mar. 20,1957. 303p. $3.75. 


Pamela Frankau professional novelist. She knows 
how use words convey both sense and mood. 
Repeatedly her novel she shows the mastery her 
tools, using them achieve the effects she intends. 
this novel she seeks live with modern sophisti- 
cated family, sharing the peculiar sense uncertainty 
husband, wife and daughter. The Neilsons are 
worldly lot; but also are intelligent, perceptive and 
articulate. 


The novel rather loose string situations than 
developed plot, with settings changing from the 
French Riviera American western college com- 
munity, New York City. The individual scenes give 
the author the opportunity present very effective 
character sketches, which she does admirable 
fashion. 

The structure this novel intricate and complicated. 
The opening scene David Neilson and his “shade,” 
conversing together that moment following death, 
before the great enlightenment. This introduces 
incident his boyhood, meant reveal significant 
traits his character. Frequent use made this 
same technique later pages provide the transition 
other isolated incidents, suggesting the unrest and 
uncertainty man not too sure where stands 
where going. The portions the book which 
deal with the “Spirit” are written mystic vein, 
difficult follow and heavy with import not immedi- 
ately evident. 

The Bridge another novel long series attempting 
portray aspect modern man searching for mean- 
ing. Although the author has been too artful, con- 
triving artificial framework for her story, her evident 
skill delineating character will make her book enjoy- 
able mature readers. 


Brother John, F.S.C., Ph.D. 


Coccioli, Carlo The Little Valley God 
Simon Schuster. Mar. 18,1957. 244p. $3.50. 


the surface this novel tells the tale people who 
live non-geographical corner the Italian country- 
side called the Little Valley God. Its people are 
ordinary folk and first glance, their story reads like 
another such narrative matter what the locale the 
land from which they come. The peasant has his 
problems with the landholder and vice versa. The 
priest appears kindly harsh occasion may demand. 
There professor who finds the atmosphere con- 
genial writing and gentle prostitute who makes 
herself congenial the generality men. 


Life flows through the Little Valley God bearing 
along with the internal and external conflicts com- 
mon any community. series vignettes pre- 
ceded the author’s reflections, the thread unity 
_and continuity grows until the full picture love, 
humor, pain, tragedy,. festival and famine opens 
the reader’s mind and suddenly the story 
meaningful. 


“This tale the Little Valley God has not been 


without design. tell stories and telling them, for 


know that such destiny. But there purpose 


cance ourselves, our Country, and the world. The reality 

our lives, which Love.” 
When handsome young stranger arrives the Valley, 
things begin happen. Don Marcello, the priest, 
realizes that has spent his life vanities, trying 
make name for himself the author Essay 
the Roman Origins the Church San Sebastiano. 
Somehow, the stranger reaches his heart and Don 
cello’s priesthood comes vigorous life. The stranger 
helps Silvano, the professor, straighten out love 
sickness made even more blighted the use charms. 
scenes reminiscent the New Testament, the 
stranger saves little girl from being stoned death 
for her sin; tells the frantic father daughter just 
died that “she the prostitute finds that she 
has fallen love with him and when she weeps his 
feet, she sees the scars two healed wounds there. 
Wherever goes, the stranger brings peace, irre- 
sistible reality. 


The Little Valley God, for all its charms and potions, 
its sometimes too explicit enunciation sin and its 
slant toward exorcism, death and the devil, trying 
cosm. The Little Valley God both the world 
and ourself. Even nature despoiled its colorful 
beauty when beheld through the gray mists sin. The 
world needs love for the world vale tears. Each 
man needs love endure his own limitations and the 
pangs existence. 


Love the healer all, nature and man. And 
the ultimate message The Little Valley God clear- 
enunciates the fact that love Person. The young 
stranger’s name Emanuele, which means “God with 
us.” 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Opitz, Karlludwig The 
Day. 189p. $3.00. 
Hassel, Swen The Legion the Damned 


Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Mar. 277p. $3.75. 


The authors these novels served the German army 
during World War II. While both writers express in- 
tense hatred war and castigate military, especially 
German military, pretensions, their approach dif- 
ferent. Opitz the satirist; Hassel the reporter. 
Opitz humorous, though sardonic and sneering 
way. Hassel grave, though some rather unpleasant 
humor appears. Hassel has written much better book. 


Opitz describes the career German General von 
Puckhammer from the Allied invasion Normandy 
the death this career officer. The General de- 
scribed from the point-of-view his orderly and driver, 
Sergeant Puckhammer professional, 
matter-of-fact, military tactician who accepts war his 
job with nonchalance and casualness man doing 
ordinary day’s work. The Germans retreat across 
France while Horlacher carries cynical love affair 
with the general’s daughter. Eventually Puckhammer 
captured the Americans and placed POW 
camp. After the Horlacher and the general’s 
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White Cheever 


daughter run illegal schnapps business. The Gen- 
eral released from prison and holds mock battles 
his garden, preparing for the next war. wild, nation- 
alistic reunion the General’s division held, and 
the General, frenzy, becomes insane. 


While this novel not long, considerably padded 
with bits conversation and incidents, which are 
simply superfluous. Properly condensed this work 
would make excellent short story. The condensa- 
tion would also focus the satire more sharply and make 
more effective. short, the writer does not bring 
enough art his task. The tone this book one 
everything-be-damned, and much the humor 
rather childish, e.g., there American Colonel who 
collects autographs German generals and who go- 
ing enter Trappist monastery after the war. 


said that Hassel’s documentary novel, most 
alleged autobiographical, bonecrushing, pile- 
driving book. Although Hassel’s mother was Danish, 
was mobilized into Hitler’s army. deserted, was 
captured, and sent German penal concentration 
camp. This section the book best described 
the heading uses, “They Died Day, They Died 
Night.” Finally was released and trained for 
penal regiment. this brutalized group served 
against the Russians. was captured the Russians 
and placed one their concentration camps where 
the conditions were similar those German prisons. 
escaped and, gradually, found his way back the 
German lines and once again fought the Russians. 


Some his descriptions the warfare are brilliant: 
tank battles Senkow and Svatov, hand-to-hand fight- 
ing the streets Kiev, and armored train duels. 
quite frank about some the brutalities and im- 
moralities war, and yet, actually, the same 
time quite restrained. This book—like The General— 
suffers from diffuseness and redundancy. Furthermore, 
there annoying tendency break the narrative 
continuity. moves from one paragraph another 
from one chapter another without accounting for 
new events ideas answering necessary questions. 
This fault would seem indicate the book was written 
separate sections and his attempts fuse the various 
episodes into one progressive narrative were unsuc- 
cessful, due either haste lack art. 


Both these novels are violent attacks war. Both 
are somewhat inartistic, but both are powerful and 
interest. Certain scenes and general nihilistic atti- 
tude, however, mean that these books are for discrimi- 


nating adults only. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


White, The Master 


Putnam. Mar. 25,1957. 256p. $3.50. 

the tiny island Rockall, desolate rock where 
ship’s boats can scarcely land, the twins Nicky and 
Judy with their dog Jokey were kidnapped and hidden 
the honey-combed interior. There they found 


queerly assorted group, dominated 
aged Master, engaged some mysterious purpose. 
There were the crabbedly unctuous Dr. McTurk, the 
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callously placid Chinese Mr. Blenkinsop, Pinkie the 
tongueless Negro, Squadron-Leader Frinto 
copter pilot and assorted maintenance men who are 
meaningless the story. Although this atomic 1957 
the Master had been born early the 19th Century 
but had learned control space-time continuum 
which enables him age more slowly than normal, 
read other people’s minds and control their ac- 
tions, all save Pinkie’s and Nicky’s. 

the tale develops find that the Master has also 
perfected supersonic vibrator whose effect injure 
and then kill, which can blanket the world, which 
itself defense against atomic weapons and against 
which the world has defense. The major characters 
are resolved that the Master must killed but for 
different motives. McTurk and the Chinaman want 
world rulers themselves; Frinton and the children 
merely believe that men should free choose their 
own course and that dictatorship should thrust 
upon them. three men hope use Nicky their 
agent since the Master cannot dominate his mind 
whereas theirs are under complete control and, the 
proximity the Master they have wills their 
own. The Master liquidates McTurk and Blenkinsop 
and also foils Frinton’s attempt spirit the children 
away the helicopter trip the mainland for 
supplies. 'When the Master’s weapons are built 
sends out ultimatum the world and then turns 
the ray prove his power. this point Nicky 
decides kill the Master himself but the moment 
action his mind finally conquered. With all 
danger past and complete control the Master acci- 
dentally steps Jokey who bites him; falling 
fractures his pelvis and with his death all his schemes 
come naught. 

One thing may said White: his books are 
different. The present one neither juvenile nor 
science-fiction thriller. straightforward story, 
comprehensible and appealing children and adults 
alike. Nor, though murder and violence are woven 
in, any more immoral than Treasure Island. In- 
deed its morality such indicate that violence 
always ends failure. Written wryly delicious 
tongue-in-cheek style with many phrases from British 
slang, enjoyable adventure story and seemingly 
suitable for all classes readers. 


Cheever, John The Wapshot Chronicle 
Harper. Mar. 25,1957. 307p. $3.50. 


Moses and Coverly Wapshot, central figures 
novel, will share inheritance from their eccentric 
aunt Honora providing they have male heirs. That’s 
about much plot you can find, since the author, 
frequent contributor the New Yorker, much more 
interested human nature. Some the chapters 
originally appeared sketches that magazine, you 
can see that plot doesn’t count all. 


The characters, for the most part, are typical inde- 
pendent Yankees (Hollywood version), frugal, enter- 
prising, eccentric. Sometimes Mr. Cheever portrays 
them with straight brush and, before you know it, 
adds few twisty strokes let you know that although 
admires them, people are supposed admire 
such rooty New England “characters,” sadly and 
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amusedly entertained them. The book melange 
corny situations (the small-town boy from St. 
Botolphs overwhelmed New York City, the barker 
spieling about his flashy wares before the tent flaps) 
with straight-faced clichés (“it never rains but pours.” 
“passed his exams with flying colors”) and tired script- 
writers’ transitions (“Back the farm”) and—what 
you would normally expect from New Yorker con- 
tributor—a firm satirical outlook. takes some 
his material lightly that would not incensed 
if, five years from now, you might recall the title his 
book The “Washpot” Chronicle. 


The description Coverly Wapshot explaining his 
genealogy and family background New York psy- 
chiatrist overtly satirical the uninhibited Yankee 
young man (second strain) who hasn’t the brains 
get decent job without outside help. And Cheever 
definitely satirical about “those generations plaster 
ladies (in the store windows) who have evolved sea- 
sonal cycle their own and who have posed their 
elegant linen closets and art galleries, their weddings 
and walks, their cruises and cocktail parties long before 
you came town and will them long after you 
are dust.” 


Fundamentally, the heart the book its pumping 
people’s being friendless, the “inestimable loneli- 
ness,” “the wire loneliness” that connects all the 
characters. And though Cheever seems enthusiastic 
the force unerring detail uses describe all 
that chooses see, you cannot help seeing him 
reflecting ridiculous, pitiable mankind. sad 
man. The sardonic description dying woman 
hospital, with her paramour calling the best specialists 
while the hospital personnel carry blasé man- 
ner, does not fit into the book unless the author wants 
let see his pity, his shaking the head both 
the personnel and the paramour. And the Protestant 
chaplain who talks about his own troubles Coverly, 
who wants pass visit his dying father, another 
pitiable figure (unless have read several army satires 
and now look upon this corny comical episode). 
the way, one Catholic priest appears sentence— 
playing poker; another Catholic priest an- 
other sentence—he watching ball game. Neither 
them appears lonely. 


The thread loneliness, however, the only excuse 
you might find for Cheever’s insertion chapter 
dealing with homosexuality, which chapter the author 
encourages the disinterested reader skip. You even 
find the loneliness people who inscribe epitaph 
gravestone: “Here lie the bones Lorna, the 
kitchen cat.” 


Some readers will annoyed with the sexual passages. 
Often they are brought unnecessarily, with hoof- 
beats from Tobacco Road—the 
granted, type. And the situations are corny any 


found the second double-featured shows. How- 
ever, you don’t get the impression that Cheever ap- 
proves what describes any more than you that 
he’s trying whet the reader’s sexual appetite. But 
you wonder how functional considers the carrot 
episode, for instance, several defecation episodes. 
The tendency say, “Aha, how can you write 
novel these days without adding offal the washpot?” 


Cotterell 


There are several printing errors (shame Harper), 
one which forces you reread the passage: “She 
have your company,’ said, ‘but the only reason I’m 
Besides being surprised this, you may amazed that 
Leander, that old Yankee codger, his death “seemed 
crossing himself.” Shades Lord Marchmain 
Brideshead Revisited! And Leander’s last words, 
recorded for Coverly’s enlightenment, “Trust the 
Lord,” are ironic commentary group lonely 
people who would embarrassed find Him 
guest their Quincy parlors. 

Arthur MacGillivray, 

Boston College, 

Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Cotterell, Geoffrey The Strange Enchantment 
Lippincott. Mar. 13,1957. 512p. $4.95. 

Mr. Cottrell has employed his considerable talents 
novelist present with the portrait most 
unfortunate lady. Isabel Rowland, Sarah, her sister, 
Denny and Nicky, her brothers, were brought 
comfortable circumstances English seaport town. 
The piano was Isabel’s first love and would have 
been better far for her had chanced her 
only love. After series minor successes, career 
music seemed assured. But then the composition 
her life began change. Her father died boat- 
ing accident. Little Nicky succumbed pneumonia. 
Brother Denny was killed action the first World 
War. Isabel’s husband only few weeks was also 
casualty the War. Sarah married accountant 
and moved London. Now straitened circum- 
stances Isabe! was obliged look after her mother. 
When finally Mrs. Rowland died, Isabel was last 
free think again her career. London she began 
work the Academy; but there evil hour she 
met Rudi Peters, German business London. 
Rudi turned the poor girl’s head with his heel-clicking, 
his talk the flat Berlin, his offer arrange her 
debut. Once married and Berlin Isabel learned the 
terrible truth. Rudi was penniless. had single 
furnished room Berlin. had married her for 
the few hundred pounds she had from her father’s 
estate. When the money was gone Rudi treated his 
wife with utmost contempt; and poor Isabel dragged 
out miserable existence Berlin slum. point 
her sorry plight the author brings Isabel’s nephew, 
David, Germany for extended visit. David, only 
seventeen, was dismayed his aunt’s situation. 
took residence youth hostel. The year was 
1936 and Hitler’s name was every tongue. This, 
incidentally, the most interesting part Cottrell’s 


Fate has one more mean trick store for Isabel. 
ballet company whose pianist had defaulted engaged 
Isabel. She was such huge success that they con- 
tracted for her services during European tour. Elated 
beyond measure she taxied home, got down from the 
wrong side the car, was run down and killed. 

Every reader The Strange 
moved pity poor Isabel’s story. But the kind 
pity one feels for traffic victims and for luckless 
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Troy Dickens Charques 


people generally. other words although Isabel’s 
story artfully told lacks the true tragic quality. 
Isabel had not achieved anything. She lacked the 
power act strongly struggle against forces that 
threatened her. That itself tragic, and the reader 
will have content with the drama that implicit 
characters like Isabel Rowland. 


James McDonough, 
St. John College, 
Cleveland 14, Ohio 


Troy, Una Are Seven 


Dutton. Mar. 6,1957. 256p. $3.50. 

Illicit sex favorite and sacred subject for serious 
modern writers, and refreshing see ribbed 
someone Miss Troy’s droll and easy wit. This 
exceedingly implausible story about absent-minded 
young woman with seven illegitimate children, and 
how the stuffily embarrassed little Irish town Doon 
contrives get rid her. 

Bridget Monaghan not evil woman, and not par- 
ticularly voluptuous: she merely keeps making the 
same mistake with some Doon’s solid citizens. Since 
all her offspring happen painfully resemble their 
fathers, the “family’s” presence raises the hair the 
local womenfolk and proves disturbing irritant 
their henpecked husbands. 


Miss Troy brings all delightfully comic touch, 
and this the sort book that will catch you chuck- 
ling out loud. wonderful, but espe- 
cially the responsible, pretty Mary, 16; honest, 
hard-working Tommy, 14; the twins, whose father had 
been unlucky enough sire three more sets twins 
his wife; Pansy, ruthless would-be film star; little 
Toughy, boy’s boy; and infant Pius (named for the 
Pope) who doesn’t resemble anyone yet. 


When all the kids begin win over their errant Dads 
and problems fall over dead like toy soldiers, you may 
begin suspect the whole thing too pat, too cute. 
But Miss Troy, aided clever artist named Vasiliu, 
has too much talent make anything less than 
extremely pleasant diversion. 

James Arnold, 


Sacramento, California 


Dickens, Monica The Angel the Corner 
Coward-McCann. Mar. 14,1957. 327p. $3.75. 


Although the opening scenes this story are delightful, 
the plot absorbing, and many the characters in- 
teresting those found the novels the 
authoress’s great grandfather Charles Dickens, The 
Angel the Corner definitely not for Lenten reading 
any level. The sanctity hinted the title 
desecrated completely the many scenes describing 
needless detail and with constant reiteration, the 
connubial experiences Virginia, the heroine, and her 
husband Joe Colonna. Although gratifying find 
character contemporary fiction who thoroughly 
understands the unbounded obligation wife 
maintain the bonds matrimony. But expecting 
too much the average reader reconcile himself 
the fact that.a person the heroine’s intelligence and 
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character could tenaciously cling brutal husband 
and the same time, for trivial offense, show such 
wanton disregard her obligations her own mother. 


Oddly, there are numerous typographical errors the 
book, including inconsistency the spelling the 
hero’s name the jacket with that the manuscript. 


The story concerns Virginia Martin, child divorced 
parents. The only religious instruction the girl had 
ever received came from her nurse “Tiny” who assured 
her that there was angel the corner constantly 
watching her. Abandoned her father the age 
ten, Virginia was supported her mother, editor 
prosperous magazine, “Lady Beautiful.” When Vir- 
ginia had completed course journalism, she became 
associated with her mother’s magazine. 

Through another member the staff she met de- 
spicable character, Joe Colonna, ex-convict, now 
cook club conducted two homosexuals. 
party Joe’s basement apartment, Joe hypnotizes Vir- 
ginia. her trance she sees angel, but before she 
sees its face, she wakens. Fascinated her experience, 
she returns Joe’s apartment and begs him hypno- 
tize her again. agrees and, during the seance, she 
succumbs his improper advances and falls hopelessly 
love with him. 

spite her aristocratic mother, Virginia marries Joe. 
His brutal treatment her climaxed the death 
their baby, Jenny, when Joe accidentally tosses the 
child down the stairs, strikes Virginia with hatchet, 
and then shoots himself. the ends, the 
wounded Virginia reunited with her father and 
route America for plastic surgery. And now you 
know what all about, you may wonder what adult 
might want read through the three hundred plus 


palpitating pages. 
Lenore Philbin, 


Archbald, Pennsylvania 


Dorothy The Dark Stranger 
Coward-McCann. Mar. 14,1957. 352p. $3.95. 


her first novel published 1953, Men Like Shadows, 
Dorothy Charques told story the Third Crusade. 
This second novel has, for its background, the exciting 
events XVIIth-century England, when the “Round- 
heads,” fighting under Oliver Cromwell, struggled 
retain the power they had usurped from the “Royalists” 
who defended. King Charles. Like clever politician, 
Mrs. Charques has told her story impartially, describing 
adequate detail and with deep sympathy the course 
and the effects some the bitterest battles the 
English Civil War. The novel abounds with the witch- 
craft and sorcery prevalent the age the Puritans. 
There only one objectionable sequence the story— 
description pagan orgy celebration Lammas 
Eve; and, although the “dark stranger,” Sir Rafe Gilles, 
“shadow Satan,” his downfall well that 
the evil sorceress Dame Alyce Cuttler and her accom- 
plice Martha Demdike, provide the necessary punish- 
ment for their many offenses against society and the 
established Church. References the Catholic Church 
and its clergy are made with caution and dignity. 

Although the novel named for the despicable Sir 
Rafe, this character overshadowed that the 
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handsome and debonair Captain William Swallow. 
The plot centered around the life and pursuit 
happiness Mistress Elizabeth Devise, the orphaned 
niece Dame Alyce. Dame Alyce was staunch 
Royalist and, when her husband disappeared after the 
battle Marston Moor, she conspired with Martha 
Demdike, servant Cherryburn House, destroy 
the Lord-General Cromwell forcing pins into the 
head his effigy. Cherryburn House, the ancestral 
home Elizabeth Devise, Captain Swallow Crom- 
well’s Regiment Horse sought the elusive cavalier, 
Sir Rafe Gilles, who had been hidden there Dame 
Alyce. While lingered there, the Captain fell 
love with the 17-year-old Mistress Devise, who was 
unaware her aunt’s evil practices. 


Dame Alyce, endeavoring betroth Elizabeth her 
nephew young Roger Charnock made four-day jour- 
ney with her Fulwood House near Sheffield, hoping 
the course her visit meet Sir Rafe and complete 
her diabolical plan destroy Cromwell. When they 
arrived Fulwood House, Captain Swallow soon ap- 
peared, ostensibly secure horses for Cromwell’s army, 
but actually capture Sir Rafe. the days that fol- 
lowed, Roger Charnock attempted kill the officer 
and Dame Alyce tried poison his fellow-soldier. 
During the attendant confusion, the Cromwell 
was discovered and, later, Dame Alyce was tried for 
witchcraft. For his part the attack Swallow, Roger 
was banished from Sheffield. 


While awaiting execution, Dame Alyce escaped and re- 
turned secretly Cherryburn. Briefly, she rejoined 
Sir Rafe; both are pursued and Sir Rafe eventually 


captured the Sheriff while Dame Alyce drowns 
the Marshland. 

Meanwhile, Elizabeth had been tried accessory 
her aunt’s witchcraft and was condemned die 
upon the scaffold; but she rescued Captain Swal- 


low, marries him and lives happily thereafter. Adult 
readers who like fast-paced historical fiction may find 
this their taste. 

Lenore Philbin, 

Archbald, Pennsylvania 


Chamales, Tom Never Few 


Scribner. Mar. 25,1957. 499p. $4.50. 

Many novels, some good, have been written World 
War II. Both sea and land the war Europe, 
the Atlantic and the Pacific have been described 
that readers have had opportunities acquaint them- 
selves with the strategy and tactics battle these 
varying terrains and with the massive overwhelming 
type invasions. And, while the Marines the 
South Pacific and Southwest Pacific fought jungle war- 
fare the same manner herein described, was 
much more elaborate scale and free major 
political complications. 


With the exception Doctor Seagraves’ autobiography 
and defense his own position, the American people 
have not had much opportunity learn the war 
the China-Burma-India Theatre. Mr. Chamales 
this, his first, novel brilliantly fills the void. 


Con Reynolds, American Greek extraction who 
has spent some his childhood Rangoon, pre- 


Chamales Rogers 


sumably Captain the Army duty the 
Kachin Hills North Burma with native Kachin 
force three four hundred soldiers skilled guer- 
rilla warfare. His chief aide, advisor, and religious 
counselor Nautaung, wise, able, old soldier. 


Jim Niven, Ivy Leaguer, Lau’rel, Filipino aristo- 
crat, and Danforth, part Indian from the American 
Northwest, are his non-commissioned officers. Danny 
Mortimer, distant relative Lord Louis Mount- 
batten, Con’s opposite member from the British Army 
and command similar guerrilla force. Con 
influenced considerably Nautaung, whose god 
distant emphemeral mountain, and Danny, 
ardent follower Hindu Yoga. 


Father Barrett (“The Burma Bum”), the only mis- 
sionary who has remained the area since the war has 
started and the confidant Colonel Pearson, Con’s 
commanding officer, and others very high positions, 
appears occasionally during the story. Although his 
fondness for alcohol repeatedly called the reader’s 
attention, nevertheless has the affection and respect 
both the natives and the military. 


The story primarily one guerrilla warfare and 
here that the author his best. Social background 
and its role the development the personalities 
the principals superbly done. 

Margaret, American Red Cross worker, and Carla, 
Viennese refugee, furnish what has come ex- 
pected the interlude for men military furlough. 
General Stilwell, Brigadier Merrill’s Ma- 
rauders are intelligently discussed, and quite evi- 
dent that the author has considerable knowledge the 
political side the war this Theatre. 

Mr. Chamales has written excellent story which 
shall not spoil telling. best seller calibre and 
will especially enjoyed all who have had military 


experience. 
O’Brien, M.D., 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Rogers, Lindsay Guerrilla Surgeon 
Doubleday. Mar. 280p. $3.95. 

Many books have been written about the major theatres 
war during World War II. However, some the 
most poignant adventures occurred isolated areas 
often neglected the authors who specialized G.I. 
drama. The book Guerrilla Surgeon tells the tale 
New Zealond doctor, member the British Armed 
Services, Yugoslavia. describes rather straight- 
forward language the medical difficulties and the bloody 
skirmishes Tito’s Partisans. The story told through 
the eyes surgeon and there are some technical 
descriptions and comparisons the surgical methods 
used the fallen Partisans, the rather motley collec- 
tion medical men and pseudo-medical men assigned 
care for the unfortunate wounded. Much the 
material the book gathered from the wounded 
personnel who are brought the Partisan hospitals 
after short and violent skirmishes with the Chetniks, 
Mikhailovich and the Nazi occupation forces. The 
author obviously admirer Tito and quite 
frank his admiration Tito leader and fighting 
man. 
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Seifert Nabokov Van Doren 


Dr. Rogers participated some the raids the 
opposing forces worked his way from Dalmatia 
and Croatia into Bosnia and Slovenia. notes 
with great detail the improvements hospital condi- 
tions progressed into the entire breadth Yugo- 
slavia. his travels met some the top com- 
munist figures who were then operating commisars 
the various regions. More than once the author 
deplores the lack efficient propaganda the country 
which allowed the commissars convince the general 
population that all the medical stores and food 
dropped parachutes from British and American 
planes were actually from Russia. noted also that 
large portions every parachute drop were acquired 
the communists and stored secret caches for 
future and dubious use. 

Some the incidents described are rather ghastly— 
such the one which the Chetnik 
captured and found contain bag human eyeballs. 


Though Dr. Rodgers wrote this book period 
two weeks immediately upon his return from the Yugo- 
slav theatre Ceylon without the help any records, 
the vagaries human memory being what they are, 
more than possible that the depicted incidents are 
not exactly they took place but the book in- 
teresting commentary war through the eyes 


skilled surgeon. 
Stephen Malaker, Ph.D., 
Mountainside, New Jersey 


Seifert, Elizabeth Substitute Doctor 
Dodd, Mead. Mar. 307p. $3.50. 

glance the long list books about doctors proudly 
displayed opposite the title page Substitute Doctor 
should warn the discriminating reader close the 
cover quickly. After reading the book, one wishes one 
had. too bad that nice old ladies cannot confine 
their creative urges baking cookies for grandchildren: 
the kids might find the results more rewarding than 
having such the likes this dedicated them. 


The book will most probably achieve certain popu- 
larity among public library readers: has all the ele- 
ments good soap opera. Because can lot 
for the place and the place can lot for him, Dr. 
Garde Shelton decides leave his large city hospital 
for the small clinic the small town Bayard. Tak- 
ing the place Dr. Kurt Lillard who currently im- 
prisoned murder charge, Garde feels that 
becoming more and more like his predecessor 
becomes more adjusted the community. Here Garde 
achieves all the things that wants from life: money, 
nice home, social polish, acceptance the group, 
his own cap the yacht club. interested 
the beautiful Valley Stanfield, falls love with her 
younger sister Nan. 


Nowhere could you meet nicer bunch people. 
Here everyone all good, with the exception Garde’s 
mother who inclined somewhat crotchety 
gossip. interesting note that this the one 
that Elizabeth Seifert should able 
draw: woman her own age, mother grown 
children. Valley, course, has those little conceits 
that apparently make beautiful women interesting, but 
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these not detract from her essential goodness. Most 
noble all, perhaps, Dr. Kurt, who well liked 
everyone that the reader assured from the first 
that the author will not let him suffer unjust imprison- 
ment for very long. The book floats romantically 
its happy ending. 
Glibly written, Substitute Doctor possesses the style 
good third-rate literature. liberally spiced with 
italics for emphasis. Emotion and passion are discreetly 
underplayed. Occasionally the strain this elderly 
woman writer trying capture the idiom the young 
and/or the masculine quite humorous. 
The book won’t thing develop the literary taste 
the country large; but neither can much 
harm readers whose taste for this. 

Joan Lonergan, 

Catholic University America, 

Washington, 


Nabokov, Pnin 


good relax with good novel, and this one will 
give any reader the desired relaxation. Pnin, (rhymes 
with “keen”), Russian scholar who came the 
United States after escaping from Leninized Russia. 
took time complete his college education Prague, 
however. the story opens, find our hero the 
way deliver lecture Cremona, but the wrong 
train. is, you soon find, almost destined 
always hurrying the wrong direction somewhere else. 
the author describes him should unmistak- 
able anywhere, “apish upper lip, thick neck, and strong- 
man torso tightish tweed coat.” Although has 
made noble effort learn English, you know will, 
and does, use the wrong word the right place 
the wrong time. And all this because scholar Pnin 
lives his own mobile ivory tower, like some Kafka- 
esque shell-backed creature myopically wandering the 
weed-grown gardens the world. the end, only 
poor Pnin does not know that has already been de- 
clared surplus the faculty the college where 
footlessly teaching. 

sure that Mr. Nabokov has intimately known 
Professor Pnin; has too carefully delineated his 
hero’s inner feelings entirely without experience 
the reality. Pnin laughable; but awakens 
sympathy and kind tender sorrow for himself be- 
fore through. Much these chapters appeared 
previously The New Yorker. But enjoyed them, 
and think you may too, magnificently written book 
with overtones biting satire our times and our 


concepts life. 
Leon Baisier, 
Xavier University, 
New Louisiana 


Van Doren, Mark 
Home with Hazel and Other Stories 
Harcourt, Brace. Mar. 248p. $3.95. 


Mr. Van Doren writes with poet’s perception the 
people and the world about him; and like many the 
other better writers today, has given many 
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“mood” pieces this book—some them somber and 
depressing. However, this melancholy fare offset 
other stories that are humorous, moving, dramatic, and 
suspenseful. 

The title story “Home with Hazel” one the best 
the book. There are strong poetic overtones the 
writing which give rhythmic quality for readability. 
There sentiment the man driving his wife from 
the East his midwestern home visit his elderly 
ailing mother—the awareness memories which are 
revived approaches his home, memories which 
can share with his wife point but not be- 
yond. There drama the realization that the mem- 
ory has been avoiding the hometown girl had 
casually spurned and who has suffered horribly due 
his unrequited love. Certainly, this has all the 
requisites good short story—sentiment, drama, sus- 
pense. 

There are several other excellent selections, among 
them “April Fool,” the story prison break that 
almost succeeded, which has the reader subconsciously 
wishing that the cleverly contrived trick had been suc- 
cessful. “The Man Who Made People Mad” 
dramatic, suspenseful story killing which might 
hove gone unnoticed except for alert cop, who be- 
cause later developments decides overlook the 
murder. “My Son, Son” moving story set 
the Civil War period. brother and sister, good New 
England people, unmarried, are happy their fraternal 
love excepting for their separate longing for son. 
“Abide With Me” more less literary fragment 
rather than story. about son’s last hour with 
his dying, unconscious mother, whom has leave 
return his own home. Mr. Van Doren has given 
here poignant example the awful futility 
death watch when all the son has are memories his 
mother, until organ’s playing “Abide With Me” 
gives him inkling eternity. “The Tussle” 
humorous story man who taking walk 
isolated section his property and happens upon two 
giant men fighting (it seems him) the kill. How- 
ever, discovers they are two abashed backwoods 
neighbors (brothers) having “tussle,” yearly event 
with them when they knock each other about getting 
out their respective systems all the petty grievances 
which have accumulated during the previous year, 
like two small boys (which indeed they are mentally). 
The above mentioned are just few the really good 
stories this book. However, like all volumes short 
stories there are some among the twenty this book 
which were better left unpublished. undoubted 
literary quality, either their themes are vague and 
hidden symbolism they are difficult find, 
one two instances, “The Uncertain Glory” and 
“If Lizzie Tells,” they are refinitely “offbeat” yet ex- 


cellently written stories. 
Elizabeth O’Rourke, 
New Brunswick, New Jersey 
Cather, Willa (Mildred Bennett, editor) 


Early Stories 
Dodd, Mead. Feb. 25,1957. 275p. $4.00. 


reader knew nothing the Willa Cather 
Antonia, Death Comes for the Archbishop, Youth and 


Cather Colver 


the Bridget Medusa, desultory sampling these nine- 
teen stories would never lure him, (to his loss), into 
the reading some half dozen this author’s 
silver classics. 


These stories, the earliest which were written 
eighteen-year-old collegiate, open Willa Cather’s eight- 
year apprenticeship her acknowledged masters. ‘She 
practiced the precision such realists Flaubert, 
Daudet, Balzac and Merimée; she essayed the odd 
romantic ramble after the elder Dumas; she was smit- 
ten the mazy hauteur the Henry James method. 
Judged these stories, her literary novitiate came off 
somewhat ingloriously. Except for “Eric Hermann- 
son’s Soul,” Resurrection” and fleckings from other 
pieces, this collection could recoil badly against Willa 
Cather’s reputation, especially the case readers 
unfamiliar with her meridian splendors. The collec- 
tion contains too many pedestrian pieces, sketchy and 
unsatisfying; also some melodramatic outings after the 
French and Oriental manner; even two grade-B ghost 
tales. Apart from the better stories mentioned, 
more than two three others can lay claim any 
distinction style, particularly that diamond-point 
style that became the Cather cachet. 


hard say whether Willa Cather devotees will 
welcome this collection. Since Willa Cather herself 
did not like them, some devotees will harbor a-priori 
disapproval them. They are prefaced and rubri- 
cated with comments the author’s aesthetics and 
bittersweet philosophy; and also with cross-references 
that show these stories are veined with some the 
technical devices, character types, and master themes 
her more mature work. Such notations are valid 
for research methods. But such approach can turn 
into game literary geiger-counting that registers too 
much unprofitable trivia. lover the best 
Cather seems boctless that commentator finds faint 
adumbrations some the memorable Cather char- 
acterizations the frustrated sopranos, evangelical 
fanatics, the Bohemian farmers their redland sod- 
huts, and other unhappy thirsters the spirit meet 
these first stories. Next the great characters 
the Cather tradition, most them seem like strange 
torsos. And since they people second-rate stories, they 
not rate the trouble such 


The contribution this collection makes Willa 
Cather’s reputation mostly negative one: their in- 
feriority makes wonder all the more the excel- 
lences the artist rose because she refused count 
the cost the cruelly exacting life her art. 


Thomas Rowan, C.SS.R., Ph.D., 
St. Mary’s College, 
North East, Pennsylvania 


Colver, Alice Ross There Season 
Dodd, Mead. Mar. 18,.1957. 306p. $3.50. 


The reviewer read this historical novel, (which more, 
apparently, than did the publishers, whose blurb 
the dust jacket states that “set the stirring times 
the War 1812” when one need not glance beyond 
the chapter headings ascertain that indeed set 
the period from June, 1756 April, 1770, and that 
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the only war going the background the French 
and Indian), with mounting sense irritation over 
the author’s rather sodden prose and style which 
its lack vividness called mind nothing much 
freshman English theme. Alice Ross Colver, also 
according that unreliable dust jacket, the author 
innumerable books for children and adults. One 
cannot help feeling that telling the story Mary 
Martin from Stockbridge, whose unhappy marriage 
itinerant pedlar takes her southward Charles- 
Town, Mrs. Colver has forgotten that she supposed 
writing for adults; though hoped that 
even discriminating children would look for something 
livelier the way sketching what must have 
been colorful life but emerges here the palest and 
most wan hues. One asked listen, over and over, 
people saying things like wondrous glad” 
indulging sudden spasms dialect, and thereafter 
lapsing into perfectly ordinary present-day speech. 
Worse, look exchanged between members opposite 
sexes creates “turmoil within” one the other 
them, time after time. All this irritating enough, 
but top piled implausibility after implausi- 
bility. Love burns bright over long periods years, 
unhampered the absence the beloved, and 
founded more than passing kiss. exactly 
the right moment, Mary just happens run into 
old friend who offers her shelter, just happens arouse 
the interest kindly stranger who just happens 
the best friend her brother who just happened 
the vicinity, (and just happens rich). 
And, the most crucial moment all, when she had 
fallen love with the brother’s friend but 
bound marriage vows the worthless pedlar, the 
pedlar just happens die. All very convenient. 
pity that the potentialities offered its setting, its 
times, and the people, (Jonathan Edwards and the 
elder Aaron Burr among others), who flit through its 
are completely unrealized. 


Anita Monsees, 
Ithaca, New York 
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Book and Classification Author and Review 
FICTION 
Peyton Place (IV) Metalious 
The Philadelphian (IIb) Powell Jan. 15, 
The Blue Camellia Keyes Feb. 
The Fountain Overflows West Jan. 
The Last Angry Man (III) Green Feb. 
Don’t Water (IV) Brinkley July 15, 
Twilight for the Gods (Ila) Gann Feb. 
The Tribe That Lost Its Head (IIb) Nov. 
The Etruscan (IIb) Waltari Jan. 
NON-FICTION 


The Story Whitehead Jan. 15, ’57 


The Nun’s Story (Ila) Hulme 15, 
This Hallowed Ground Catton Nov. 15, 

Much Ado About Allen Nov. 15, 
Men Match Mountains (1) Stone Nov. 15, 
Profiles Courage Kennedy 15, 
Russ Jan. 


The Last Parallel (IIb) 


Oliver 
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Oliver, Jane The Lion Come 
Putnam. Mar. 15,1957. 320p. $3.75. 


When, 1314, small army Scottish patriots de- 
feated overwhelming force British warriors 
the Battle Bannockburn, Robert Bruce’s struggle for 
recognition king Scotland was crowned with suc- 
cess. The Lion Come fictionalized account 
the long series intrigues which followed upon the 
death the Scottish king, Alexander III. Asked 
choose between the two claimants the throne, Robert 
Brus, grandfather the hero this novel, and the 
pro-English John Baliol, King Edward England 
shrewdly chose the latter protagonist. 


order achieve his life-long goal, Robert Bruce was 
forced fight his war three fronts. Politically, his 
first task was unite the dissenting warring factions 
among his own people. Only then could hope 
gain his second goal, military victory over the power- 
ful English king. Simultaneously bore the onus 
excommunication from the Church placed upon him 
successive Popes. And with this last problem 
that the author becomes hopelessly embroiled her 
self-imposed object demonstrating how the papacy 
became involved this international struggle, proving 
the friction between the Church England and Scot- 
land. the story describes it, although Bruce was 
granted absolution his Bishop for the murder one 
his enemies the Church the Grey Friars 
Dumfries, was excommunicated because the 
powerful influence wielded over the Pope the King 
England. was not until his military victory and 
crowning king that the excommunication was re- 
moved. Shortly thereafter Robert died disease 
that had plagued him most his life. 


Possessed noteworthy descriptive passages and some 
excellent characterization, The Lion Come rather 
ponderous affair which suffers from unsteady pace. 
times moves along heavily and ploddingly, then 
suddenly leaps across long periods time summary 
fashion. Whatever might have been the writer’s in- 
tent and purpose, she scarcely misses opportunity 
cast some oblique reflection the Church that 
found her effort depict one historical incident 
man’s ceaseless struggle for freedom. 


Francis 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


Dolson, Hildegarde Growing Wonder 
Random House. Feb. 21, 1957. 242p. $3.50. 


you like book with very little action, very little 
description (in the useless sense), conversa- 
tion, you’ll probably like Wonder. The 
Growing Wonder himself precocious little boy, 
whose father worried about his development along 
less manly lines, whose mother dead, whose aunt 
young and beautiful and who acts business manager 
for unconventional artist with whom she 
becomes emotionally (plus) This aunt takes 
hand the little boy’s education, but counteracted 
more conservative woman who wealthy and 
who the mistress the aforesaid artist the begin- 
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ning and the end the book. The other main char- 
acter the authoress who writes the first person 
and who flits around like Greek chorus. 


Despite the looseness and the absence the marriage 
ties the book, there nothing suggestive, (in the bad 
sense), obscene, more than meeting similar 
characters casually during life. 


Miss Dolson writes clearly and interestingly. think 
that her book will have special appeal for women. 
One difficulty our opinion that the formula 
which this book based wearing thin. For while 
characters who were “sincere and honest even when 
hurt” could carry book without much story. 
are nearing the end that era. 


There quite section the book given over the 
experiences the Growing Wonder “new type” 
school. have been around fair amount that 
and never have met school even remotely 
like sense the lesson Growing Wonder 
keep children from such schools. there should 
such school, all means keep children from it; 
but say that all the “new type” schools are bad, 
make serious error. 
James Ball, 


Buffalo, New York 


Buckley, David 
Holt. Feb. 18,1957. 346p. $3.95. 


Practically every other page David Buckley’s Pride 
Innocence contains some allusion some de- 
scription sexual misconduct. The theme presum- 
ably, the words the jacket, “the dissipation and 
eventual destruction innocence.” Allan Dunne 
suposed the innocent abroad, serving the 
American Army Occupation Nurnberg immedi- 
ately after the German surrender. His story told 
fellow soldier, Ray Burton, who considers Dunne 
quasi-crusader; for, when Dunne first arrives his 
post, frowns the casual adultery and fornication, 
the bribery and the dishonesty which are astonishly 
rife among all the other GI’s. difficult for Cath- 
olic agree with this character appraisal since Dunne 
mere eighteen year old—is renegade Catholic. 
His defection from the Church rather hazily sketched 
and darkly attributed Plato. But his degeneration 
intimately, immediately, and suggestively detailed. 
The narrator, Burton, seems ask, “Why?” Any in- 
formed Catholic would inclined answer, “Why 


Pride Innocence 


With naturalistic humanistic system ethics, 
Dunne hardly equipped fend off the tempting 
who are constantly thrust his path. His 
idealism particularly vulnerable when becomes 
friendly with Gerda, somewhat fastidious baggage, 
who will submit long doesn’t pay 
her her father for the pleasure. But Ruth, another 
the accommodating women who beset the American 
soldiery, has such qualms. She predatory, pro- 
miscuous, and, course, she casts her warm, beautiful 
eyes Dunne. willing victim her ravishing 


wiles until she tires him. Then bereft, 


science-stricken about Greda’s pregnancy, and bewild- 
ered the snares passion. finally solves all his 


Buckley Bowen 


problems shooting himself. the drab, seamy tale 
ends with some cryptic comment Burton about the 
dazzling whiteness Sacré Coeur Montmarte. 


Though Buckley’s publishers consider him writer with 
remarkable narrative skill, emerges this novel 
merely pornographic stenographer. All seems 
achieve boring chronicle obscenity, pro- 
fanity and dissipation. His supposedly frank facing 
the facts life will probably delight some readers, 
titillate others, but weary anyone who has limitless 
enthusiasm for rampant sexuality. 


Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
Providence College, 
Providence Rhode Island 


Bowen, Catherine Drinker 
The Lion and the Throne. The Life and Times 
Sir Edward Coke (1552-1634) 

Atlantic-Little, Brown. Mar. 652p. $6.00. 


After five years research—visits the scene, study 
original sources, thorough acquaintance with the 
record and the literature the subject and period, 
Catherine Drinker Bowen has just completed The Lion 
and the Throne, (The Life and Times Sir Edward 
Coke, 1552-1634). excellent book, delightful 
reading, mine information, valuable contribution 
legal lore, biography, and history. While the 
author suggests that she has thus completed the last 
series: 1944, Yankee from Olympus, Mr. Justice 
Holmes and His Family; 1950, John Adams and the 
American Revolution, and the present volume round- 
ing out the story our form free government, may 
borrow and adapt term from the Universities 
the “13th, the greatest centuries” and hope that 
not the “quadrivium,” least other volumes may come 
from the mind and pen this able and distinguished 
writer. 


Sailing westward along the Thames, past the Tower 
and its Traitors’ Gate, London Bridge, Ludgate Hill 
and St. Paul’s, Temple Gardens, Whitehall and St. 
James Park, the reader introduced the Palace 
Westminster, which houses Parliament and that 
time the Law Courts. Across the river stands Lambeth 
Palace. Immediately one feels one’s-self transported 
through the stream history into the time Queen 
Elizabeth, 1558-1603, King James 1603-1625, and 
part the reign King Charles 1625-1649. 


The broad sweep Edward Coke’s years covers 
interesting period history: Jamestown and Plymouth; 
life devoted education and scholarship—grammar 
school Norwich, Trinity College (Cambridge); the 
Inns Court, (Clifford’s, Inner Temple); law and 
public years active practice; then re- 
corder for Coventry, Norwich, London; Justice the 
Peace; Bencher, Reader and Treasurer Inner Temple; 
Solicitor-General, Member Parliament (1589), 
Speaker the House (1593); twelve years Attorney 
General, (at first under Queen Elizabeth, later undér 
James Knighted King James became succes- 
sively Chief Justice Common Pleas, Chief Justice 
King’s Bench, member the Privy Council, High 
Steward Cambridge University; member Parlia- 


ment James (1621-1624), Charles (1625—his 
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appointment High Sheriff Buckinghamshire pre- 
cluded his serving the Parliament 1626); then 
again Parliament 1628. And was also 
author—Coke’s Institutes, Coke’s Reports, Vade Me- 
cum, Compleat Copy-Holder, and other works. 


was zealous prosecutor; wise, learned and cour- 
ageous judge; brilliant scholar and writer; able and 
astute legislator, having the fortitude defend the 
Privileges the House and challenge encroachments 
the Royal Prerogative. The latter resulted the 
Petition Right 1628, ranking with the Great Char- 
ter 1215 and the Bill Rights 1689 one the 
three most important and fundamental documents 
which define the English Constitution. 


All, however, was not bliss. was promoted the 
King’s Bench against his wish; later admonished, repri- 
manded, and finally removed from office King 
James; deprived his place the Privy Council table, 
and remanded the Tower, released and confined 
his country estate Stoke, and later granted freedom. 
Later, keep him from serving Parliament, was 
drafted for service Ireland; the order was cancelled 
and again returned Parliament. 


His first marriage Bridget Paston was happy one; 
his marriage Lady Hatton one great difficulty 
from start finish. One the secrets his success 
was his friendship with the Cecils. 


addition Sir Edward Coke, the broad canvas 
painted the skillful hand the author portrays 
vivid sketches the lives the Cecils, Queen Eliza- 
beth, King James and King Charles. Much space 
devoted the trials the Earl Essex, Sir Walter 
Raleigh, and that arising from the Gunpowder Plot, and 
the intrigue and impeachment Lord Francis Bacon. 
the judge, the legal scholar, the lawyer, the law 
student, the lover biography and history, 
thoroughly recommend this book. 

John Murphy, Chief Judge, 

United States District Court, 

Middle District Pennsylvania 


Burns, Elizabeth 
The Late Liz, The Autobiography 
Ex-Pagan 


Appleton-Century-Crofts. 342p. $3.95. 


Although this book sub-titled The Autobiography 
Ex-Pagan would better put under the category 
delicate art and best left the Masters, Saint 
Augustine, yes; Rousseau, few others. more awk- 
ward hands becomes either excruciatingly embar- 
rassing painfully dull. The Late Liz both. 


The best way can show you what you are for 
you decide read this self-dramatization quote 
directly. the story me, Liz Burns; what 
used like, what happened, and what like 
now ... this trip Skid Row and gone. The Skid 
Row with silk sheets. you’re the Holy Joe type, 
could shock you right out your halo.” The author 
goes this breezy vein indefinitely. This the 
golden girl, who was born the Waldorf Astoria, 
trained European schools and writes she were 


Burns Brooks 


Best SELLERS 


raised next door James Farrell Mickey Spillane. 
only fair warn you. 


But let’s get with the sordid details. Our heroine 
was born the lap luxury, reared domineering 
father who demanded perfection her. Said Father: 
“Knowledge, kid. College degrees, doctor philos- 
ophy. Travel, fame—find cure for cancer, kid. For 
Christ’s sake, use your Father’s obsession took 
its toll. Liz became alcoholic, negligent mother, 
three-time divorcée and finally would-be suicide, via 
sleeping pills. From this last experience she emerged, 
reborn, with determination mend her broken life, 
with the help God. She joined the Episcopalian 
Church and Alcoholics Anonymous and this day 
devoting her life the rehabilitation refugees from 
Skid Row. one will deny that this noble work, 
and sure that her intentions were good baring 
the soul Liz Burns for all see and take heed. But 
good intentions have never yet made good book. 
What The Late Liz good soap opera, soap 
opera standards. 


can imagine going for years and years radio; 
many tragedies, many climaxes, many men, all 
love with Three married her, another killed 
himself when she rejected him. One son repudiated 
her, the other prayed for her. She even discovers she 
has cancer, but cured radical operation. 
suffering denied her and just too much for 
credibility. Midway through the book went back 
the blurb see this were perhaps novel but there 
so; there surfeit agonizing. But doubt some 
measure restraint even would have improved book 
that written such appalling style this one. 
Miriam Quinn, 
Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 


Brooks, Van Wyck Days the Phoenix 
Dutton. Mar. 18, 1957. 193p. $3.95. 

Those who like the leisurely, polished prose Van 
Wyck Brooks will perhaps wish add his latest book 
their libraries. they have copies Scenes and 
Portraits: Memories Childhood and Youth, they will 
find that this volume, with its sub-title, The Nineteen- 
Twenties Remember, continuation Scenes and 
Portraits. this latest book, Brooks tells life 
Westport, Connecticut. does not imply that any- 
thing note happened while lived there. Hence, 
there little hectic motion the pages this book. 
You will find the author writing nostalgic fashion 
such magazines The Dial, The Freeman and The 
Seven Arts. also tells about such Westport resi- 
dents Sherwood Anderson, Scott Fitzgerald and 
Robert Frost. 


The chapters, unrelated each other, may read 
any sequence that you prefer. Their titles indicate 
approximately their contents. The one entitled, “The 
Freeman,” tells Brooks’ experiences literary editor 
that magazine. Albert Nock was associated with 
Francis Neilson editing the magazine. The latter 
was married daughter the wealthy Gustavus 
Smith, the meat packer, who financed the magazine. 
Nock, strong opponent governmental control 
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business, was the actual editor and preached his 
opposition such domination every issue. the 
same time, allowed Brooks, socialist, advocate 
socialistic doctrines every issue. Another interesting 
fact about Nock was the mystery where lived. 
Although was fairly well established that had 
previously been Episcopalian clergyman, ball 
player and employee the Department State, 
one the office was able find out where Nock 
lived. this able but eccentric editor, Brooks ob- 
serves: “He could pick random, with casual 
air, almost any point and trace from Plato through 
Scaliger Montaigne Erasmus, and can cite 
chapter and verse for saying that whether Latin 
Greek could quote any author reply any 
question. believe knew well the Old Testa- 
ment Hebrew and besides reading Russian and 
Spanish with the more usual languages, had studied 
Walloon when was living Belgium” (p. 55). 


One the chapters ranges rather far afield. Entitled 
“Ua Tane” concerned with the life Brooks’ 
brother-in-law, John Francis Stimson. The latter went 
Tahiti 1912 and became the following forty 
years the greatest world authority Polynesia, mean- 
while living very friendly terms with the writers, 
Charles Nordhoff and James Norman Hall. Tane, 
incidentally, was the name given him the natives 
Tahiti. This particular chapter one the most 


interesting the book. you read it, you forget en- 
tirely the existence placid Westport, Connecticut. 
Stimson came back the United States about once 
every ten years and made great impression upon 


Brooks and others Westport and elsewhere. 
would then return the South Seas because con- 
sidered life America “nightmare” although 
could have successfully practiced architecture here, 
had wished. 


Not any sense general historical treatment the 
United States the the thirteen chapters 
anecdotes will tell you much about great literary era 
that gone, and one which apparently not apt 
duplicated soon, ever. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Swinnerton, Frank Background with Chorus 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Mar. 220p. $3.50. 


Older men, who were conscious literary movements 
during the first two decades this century, will in- 
terested Frank Swinnerton’s reflections and anec- 
dotes about literary lions whom saw rising, flourish- 
ing, and declining. Younger people who are interested 
literary history will find these memoirs few 
relevant and perhaps otherwise unobtainable 
this book unappealing any large number ordi- 
nary readers may because the very objectivity 
which Mr. Swinnerton prides himself. 


About the time the death Queen Victoria, Mr. 
Swinnerton was observant literary people; shortly 


became acquainted with some them; 


and the time the first World War knew most 
the widely published critics and novelists England. 


Swinnerton Perelman Connell 


Literary England the background against which he, 
the chorus, moves and which illuminates his 
words. This volume is, therefore, with names. 
result, not great deal said about any one per- 
son, though the pages are well filled. Because the 
author’s economy expression, however, and because 
confines himself what considers interesting 
salient facts, the little that says about all in- 
dividuals informative; the very least, clearly 
presents one point view. 


Mr. Swinnerton says his introduction that has 
relied largely “accurate, because unbiased, mem- 
ory.” Then, the course his memoirs, makes 
least one allusion the fact that has capacity for 
being coldly critical. obvious that has tried 
the unprejudiced reporter, and has succeeded 
the extent that seems not only detached but cold; 
his whole book has atmosphere coldness. And, 
curiously enough, Mr. Swinnerton’s type objectivity 
not always successful presenting the truth; 
trying re-create age, and the revivifying char- 
acters reqiures sympathy. Chesterton, toward whose 
religious beliefs Mr. Swinnerton has all the hostility 
incomprehension, not presented well. Mr. 
Swinnerton’s most notable failure, but there are others 
who seem little distorted they squirm their pins 
under the critic’s magnifying glass. 
William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


The Road Miltown 
Jan. 21,1957. 273p. $3.50. 


Most the twenty-four items contained this book— 
aptly subtitled “Or Under the Spreading Atrophy”— 
appeared originally The New Yorker; the few that 
did not, were the happy lot Holiday. And all put 
together like this they prove that Mr. Perelman not 
only our best satiric writers, one with fine feel 
for the wonderful range the English language and 
the American scene, but also perceptive and pretty 
sound critic all around. There are dozen, 
(roughly), reevaluations the art-level the silent 
films; almost equal number the vagaries the 
oddball race advertisers; more the pretensions 
the cultured snobberies, the giddy antics 
fashion-fads, psychiatric flapdoodle. Little the monu- 
mental foolishness that runs around waving cologne- 
soaked handkerchief these our days fails get 
well-deserved, polite drubbing, just following 
pretentious premises logically their asinine eventu- 
ality. The adult reader will getting his money’s 
worth this volume, because contains the kind 
antidote that does not dissipate first application. 
Doctor recommends that doses The Road Miltown 
self-administered whenever patient begins show 


Perelman, 
Simon Schuster. 


succumbing the frittery frenzies endemic 


sub-, ex- and plain urbia. 

Connell, Brian Watcher the Rhine 
Morrow. Mar. 320p. $4.00. 


Germany, like phoenix-too-frequent, always seems 
rise out the ashes one war stronger for the next. 
The pattern the later thirties repeats the later 
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fifties. Brian Connell observes: “So much starts 
sound familiar.” 


precisely ten years Germany, (represented Bonn), 
has risen from total defeat reappear soverign 
nation. She makes more steel than Britain and builds 
twice many houses year France. Her export 
surplus embarrasses the European Payments Union. 
Her currency remains stable and production the 
increase. Now all this might considered extremely 
healthy Germany was not split rival ideologies 
holding foot both camps, each containing resus- 
citated army, resentful refugees and incorrigible Nazis. 
The situation, for Mr. Connell, suggests itself: “Every 
move the Federal Republic determined the 
fact that quarter the German population and 
third the remaining land area form Russian domi- 
nated satellite state. Both portions the country are 


endeavoring build positions strength into 
which, due course, the other can incorporated.” 


much sounds familiar even his daily observa- 
tions: drinkers again raise their voices and steins 
Deutchland uber Alles; politicians talk democracy 
tolerated but unsatisfactory thing; generals explain 


the war terms what might have been if; industrial 
barons finance the political parties before; and the 
foreign ministry still channels policy through old 
familiar Nazi hands. Even the new problem seems 
the old one Lebensraum, entangled East- 
West tug war. Nevertheless, Mr. Connell’s 
opinion, the West winning out. Its political situa- 
tion being stabilized and democratic institutions en- 
couraged. There only one but—but “the Federal 
German government desperately needs another decade 
which consolidate.” 

Brian Connell has before, during and after WWII 
familiarity with Germany student, British naval in- 
telligence officer and newspaperman. His Watcher 
the Rhine brings the cumulative observation all 
three periods together his appraisal Germany 
today. His most readable passages are about West 
Germany; but his most revealing observations concern 
East Germany. the book has fault not the 
fault Mr. Connell but the fault our times. 
writes well that must credit observant reporter 
with the analytical acumen historian. His inter- 
pretations are for time confirm deny. But for 
now, this the appraisal have. 


James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 


Scheer, George and Hugh Franklin 
Rebels and Redcoats 
World. Feb. 572p. $7.50. 


The You-Are-There technique ably employed 
co-authors Scheer. and Rankin this story the 
American Revolution. They have delved into diaries, 
letters, contemporary newspapers for their material. 
Participants and observers relate the events covering 
the years 1775 This big book, closely 
printed; but will prove worth its price. 

Messrs. Scheer and Rankin have edited the historical 
gaps such way make the tale historically 
Each chapter begins with introduction 


coherent. 


Scheer Hirshberg 


Best 


the authors, describing the geographical area in- 
volved revolutionary military campaign. Chapter 
XIII, for instance, covers the New York theater-of- 
operations. Henry Knox wrote his wife Lucy and said: 
“New York place where think general the 
houses are better built than Boston. Their 
churches are grand; their college, workhouse and hos- 
pitals most excellently situated their principal 
streets much wider than ours.” 


Both sides, Whig and Tory, have their say. The 
French, the Hessians, the British add their opinions 
the American War letters Washington, Hancock, 
Greene and John Adams. State records have been 
minutely combed for anecdotes and local color. The 
result magnificent, somewhat long, coverage 
the whole Revolution. 


Rebels and Redcoats contains maps each major cam- 
paign, that the reader never loss the 
battle area under discussion. this book has fault, 
can found the printing. The voluminous jour- 
nals, letters, diaries are closely packed together that 
the reader’s eyesight undergoes excessive punishment. 
Better restrict the coverage and enlarge the print, 
say And, again, size sometimes frightens the general 
reader from othewise delectable historical treat. 


Brown, M.A., 


University Scranton 


Hirshberg, and Sammy Aaronson 
Aaronson Story 

Coward-McCann. Mar. 15,1957. 188p. $3.00. 


these dark days anyone showing record success 
dealing with juvenile delinquency welcome 
ray light; and when succeeds decreasing 
delinquency some the worst trouble spots the 
country, then indeed man deserving our 
closest attention. But this exactly what Sammy 
Aaronson has been doing for several decades such 
tenderloin areas the Brownsville district Brooklyn 
and New York’s lower East Side. How this ex-pugilist 
and fight manager has combatted delinquency main- 
taining free symnasiums and boxing instruction for 
boys straightforwardly told this incident-packed 
book Sammy and Hirshberg, the sports writer 
and commentator. 


Underprivileged himself and reared 
Sammy nevertheless managed steer clear hood- 
lumism, even though lived with and knew inti- 
mately the boys who became America’s prime examples 
the effects delinquency. tells the stories 
such groups the Amboys, the Shapiros and the Abe 
Reles’s Murder Incorporated illustrations what 
inevitable boy’s life given the slum areas and con- 
ditions prevailing there starting point. But,. even 
though Sammy kept the code the slums and never 
told what saw, had remedy and proceeded 
apply it. connection with his poolroom and fighting 
businesses always maintained free gymnasiums, inter- 
ested and trained the boys boxing, identified himself 
with them their troubles and ambitions, helped them 
obtain fun-money honestly and kept them off the 
streets while giving them something for which strive. 
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addition has managed boys fighting careers, 
provided free entertainment for institutions, organized 
boxing cards for money-raising ventures and served 
many ways. 
heir Sammy Aaronson congratulated for his success 
hos- struggling against delinquency but that congratula-- 
ipal tion should take the form copying his activities and 
considering carefully the suggestions makes im- 
prove conditions. Beginning with the truism that there 
such thing bad boy, pleads that parents 
maintain closer watch their children without being 
ock, over-solicitous searching for deviations from the 
normal; that police and teachers given back their 
The former authority and the power use corporal punish- 
ent judiciously; that social workers spend more time 
understanding the viewpoint the slum before under- 
reform; that orphanages and reformatories 
the and adoption made easier; that juvenile 
ault, delinquents detained separately from criminals; that 
they given part-time jobs, opportunity for competi- 
that tive sport with cash prizes (AAU take notice); that 
more religious instruction given; that drug clinics 
rint, set and something like the former CCC camps 
All all his program has many elements 
which seem workable and deserve serious considera- 
tion. Because the nature the subject matter the 
book would seem suitable for adult readers. 
Leonard Wolf, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 
nmy 
Stong, Phil Gold Them Hills 
Doubleday. Mar. 21,1957. 299p. $3.50. 
The author State Fair (and others) subtitles this 
irreverent history the great 1849 Gold Rush”; 
asing 
and for all aficionados Americana, west-of-the- 
mainly among old diaries, and mainly there that 
his grandfather George Stong blithely, and 
with tongue-in-cheek, spins the story the Forty- 
His comic atomizer sprays gold dust through- 
the too-short narrative. 
cked woman who ate man keep alive the snows 
Donner’s Pass; people just dying hung from 
tree, providing good audience was promised; 
jury that had find the defendant guilty because 
rea Thad already been lot ideas 
already been hung. However, lot ideas about 
being all hard drinkers and hard gamblers 
will floating down the Sacramento when you have 
finished this book. 
Abe one senses small prejudice against all the 
scalawags and dirt diggers, except the true- 
Yankees from Iowa and New England. But the 
even reads like labor love. you like westerns 
never tales with Mark Twain humor, you will read- 
lasso this account men and miners who helped 
hting out continent-wide nation. map the 
inter- mining country and its famous camps serves 
mself endpapers. 
them Brother Gerald Edward, 
Keith Academy, 


Lowell, Massachusetts 


Stong Harmon Boyd 


Harmon, Charlotte and Taylor, Rosemary 


Broadway Barn 


Illustrated Sam Norkin. Crowell. Feb. 1957. 242p. 


$3.50. 

Back 1946 Charlotte and Lewis Harmon “get this 
bug” summer theatre producers. The fun and 
excitement, the headaches and the disappointments 
that follow that decision are presented for your amuse- 
ment Broadway Barn. The book opens well. 
Getting started perhaps the most interesting part 
any project, and this one exception. Wrangling 
with Yankee Judge Durant over the rental Chapel 
Playhouse, lining the first season’s shows and stars, 
going into the hotel business, selecting apprentices, 
sweating out opening night,—all this fun the reader 
eager share. 

Charlotte and Lewis soon find out that producing 
summer theatre not just pleasant and profitable 
way spend summer. the reader Charlotte’s 
account thereof soon finds out that the book not all 
going bright and gay promises. Much 
the fun the book contributed Charlotte’s 
anecdotes about the stars she had deal with. Un- 
fortunately, Charlotte sometimes uses these anecdotes 
air her personal feelings; and when Mrs. Harmon 
lets her grudges and resentments show, the fun apt 
become somewhat uncomfortable for the reader. 


Toward the end the book, Mrs. Harmon seems 
forget that she writing entertain. She has prob- 
ably delivered many lectures the subject sum- 
mer theatre that she cannot escape the pedantic even 
writing. She follows her interest-arousing opening with 
“message.” Included here chapter how 
break into summer theatre apprentice; not, how- 
ever, producer. Mrs. Harmon tries discourage 
others from doing what she likes well. 

This and several other digressions, (e.g., Mrs. Harmon 
includes her favorite recipe for lobster casserole), some- 
what disrupt the unity the book. These may 
minor criticisms. might, fact, held that 
book this kind anything goes. Generally would 
support this statement; but stop what wants 
fast-moving, light-hearted entertainment for these mun- 
dane asides seems out place here. 

hard determine just what credit should given 
co-author Rosemary Taylor. The story first 
person narrative the voice Charlotte Harmon, and 
presumably Mrs. Harmon produceable 
plays she can write books. Rosemary never appears 
character, her touch author not felt. Sam 
Norkin’s drawings contribute some fun. 


For the most part, the book mildly entertaining. 
Some spots are quite bright. might good book 
start reading sometime when your time 


You won’t back later and happier 
this way. 


Joan Lonergan 


Boyd, Professional Amateur 
Dutton. Mar. 19,1957. 242p. $4.50. 


Charles Kettering, the subject this biography, 
truly great American. Born farm the hill 
country Ohio over years ago, had many hard- 


ships overcome, the most serious which was poor 
eyesight. Yet such was this man’s desire know and 
understand, such his enthusiasm and imagination and 
capacity for hard work with head, heart and hands, 
would safe say that Kettering has contributed 
more the deyelopment America now know 
than any other single individual. After completing 
the electrification the cash register 1909, be- 
came interested the ignition system automobiles 
and founded Delco. With his associates, soon pro- 
duced satisfactory self-starter. the end the 
first World War had developed the first high-octane 
gasoline and pilotless bombing plane. From 1919 
1947 headed the General Motors Research Labora- 
tory. The modern high-compression engine auto- 
mobiles, new type diesel which has 
railroads, are largely due his efforts and influence. 
The Kettering Foundation pioneered fever therapy. 
Even now, engaged financing research solar 
energy, small airplanes, and cancer. And these are 
only few his contributions. 
Although this biography not literary masterpiece, 
catches the spirit this great American and makes 
point letting Kettering speak for himself often 
possible. The book should prove pleasure and 
inspiration for everyone who believes America and 
future. eight-page Index helpful for reference. 
William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, 


Hunter, Edward The Story Mary Liu 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Mar. 13,1957. 248p. $4.00. 
Well might this simple story Chinese girl, Mary 
Liu, called blueprint for enslavement.” the 
story countless thousands nameless Christian souls 
who have been subjected the intensive brainwashing 
the Communists. They saw her symbolic ex- 
ample the individuality they could not tolerate. 
lectures, self-criticism, accusation, front-organ- 
izations, the Communists endeavored find the com- 
mon denominator—or rather the “dangerous 
nator,” that would destroy her personality and integ- 
rity. She survived this blueprint slavery, born 
hatred, murder, violence, and super-cruelty, and made 
thrilling escape the free world. This more 
remarkable than the countless thousands who survived 
the controlled environment. Remark- 
able, however, the fact that Mary Liu has feet, 
and hands, except tiny bit thumb the right 
hand. She lost her limbs frostbite the age 
five. The book well-written, and sense, more 
interesting and revealing than the author’s previous 
book, Brainwashing, because shows the extraordinary 
power strong religious convictions combating the 
enemy. ... piece divinity that all.” We, 
here and now, stand critical threshold the life 
the individual and the life the world. This 
ideological war, war ideas. Mary Liu, and others 
like her, show that our great and conquering weapon 
lies within the soul and nowhere else. 

George Casey, 

Chaplain (Major) USA, 

Fort George Meade, Maryland 


Hunter Hatch 


Best 


Hatch, and Walshe, 
Crown Glory: The Life Pope Pius XII 
Hawthorn Books. Mar. 22,1957. $4.95. 


Without doubt, Pius XII one the most highly re- 
spected public figures modern times. His shepherd- 
ing the Church through the rise Fascism, World 
War the universal postwar threat Communism, 
the War Korea, the unrest and rebellions the 
satellite countries—all are described this book 
Hatch (an American Protestant biographer Eisen- 
hower and Clare Booth Luce) and Walsche (an 
Irish Catholic, teacher the Notre Dame International 
School Rome). The narrative seems aimed aver- 
age American readers, both its attempt not offend 
anyone—no matter what his faith—and its special 
emphasis Vatican contacts with the Govern- 
ment and individual Americans. The book presents 
some the less known facets the Pope’s life from 
his birth Rome March 1876, the vision 
Christ during his illness December 1954. The 
details the Holy Father’s ancestry and family are 
outlined; also those his early schooling under the 
Sisters Divine Providence until the age ten when 
changed private secular school. entered 
the state-controlled Liceo Quirini Visconti 1891 
prepare himself for the profession law. The school, 
staffed the main materialistic 
teachers, gave Pacelli his first practical experience with 
irreligion. The threat tuberculosis forced his with- 
drawal finally. was during his recuperation the 
family farm Orano that finally decided the 
priesthood. year strenuous study the Capra- 
nica College Rome clerical student brought 
relapse his illness, and was granted the extra- 
ordinary privilege continuing his theological studies 
while living home. After Easter, April 
1899, Father Pacelli was made curate the Chiesa 
Nuova, where had first served Mass. Before long, 
the brilliant young priest was recruited into the 
matic service the Vatican under Pope Leo XIII 
Cardinal Gasparri, the Pope’s suggestion. all 
these big names behind him, the talented ecclesiastic 
rose little time from apprentice clerk envoy, then 
Secretary the Congregation Extraordinary Af- 
fairs; and, finally, Nuncio Ludwig III Bavaria 
1917. Benedict consecrated Pacelli 
bishop. Munich and Berlin were the center his 
activities from this tragic period 
until 1929, when received the cardinal’s hat. From 
then on, Papal Secretary State under Pius XI, his 
importance and activities are publicized with all the 
leaders our times. The book refers itself 
“popular biography,” absolving itself from not being 
full portrait the man. is, rather, series anec- 
dotes about Eugenio Pacelli together with short profiles 
those who have been his closest associates and brief 
sketches the tense world situations has faced 
seen from Vatican diplomatic level. The Holy 
Father’s principal deeds and the gist his most im- 
portant encyclicals are duly recounted. Much space 
given over the careful and colorful description 
papal ceremonies from election burial. Except for 
occasional direct quotation probable conversations 
that took place the dim past and the stereotyped 
analyses the Pope’s emotions during succeeding 
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crises, the book stays close the objective facts. The 
Protestant co-author feels obliged append final 
laudatory chapter: Protestant Looks the Pope.” 
Here the touchy subject miracles and visions ascribed 
the Holy Father aired. His remarks are fair, 
“broadminded,” and respectful. There are attractive 
pen and ink sketches Rome Louis Priscilla and 
thirty-eight photographs, some heretofore unpublished, 
the Pope’s early life. The white binding carries the 
Pope’s coat-of-arms stamped gold. 


Brother Gabriel, F.S.C., Ph.D., 
LaSalle College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Portrait Pius XII 
Feb. 26, 1957. 


Padellaro, Nazareno 
Translated Michael Derrick. Dutton. 
274p. $5.00. 

One the great favors God has given the church 
the person our present Holy Father, Pius XII. 
the long history the papacy there have been times 
social revolution calling for leader humanity, 
other times when the powers this world have 
seemed the verge complete conquest. these 
times the great Gregory the Great, Innocent 
Gregory VII were called God rule the 
Church Christ. 


Complexity the key-note the present crisis 
human affairs, with advent problems undreamed 
other times. The very advances science and 
technology have widened the scope all problems 
embrace the whole humanity. Pius XII possesses 


complex and baffling personality which ideally, (or 
should say suited the de- 
mands his sacred office. continually amazes us, 
turns from one area thought social action 


pastoral activity another. each seems 
the master, though alone had been the whole 
field his study. 

Nazareno Padellaro’s book portrait, its title in- 
dicates. catches mood, facet, which perhaps its 
author knows best. The accent the political train- 
ing Eugenio Pacelli Nuncio, Papal Legate and 
Cardinal Secretary State, and his political activity 
head the church. 


The tireless activity Pope Pius XII the first days 
his pontificate when strove preserve the world 
from self-destruction are particulalry well 
too, the ceaseless moral leadership the war years 
and the immediate post-war years. Pius’ voice alone 
was raised support the eternal values justice 
and charity among nations among men. 


weak chapter this book discusses the priest-worker 
movement France. The very sad rebellion 
these priests made seem representative them 
The heroic charity and zeal many them, and 
the genuine missionary spirit which inspired the effort 
not appreciated. 

more significant failing that are given only 
occasicnal insights into the deep spiritual sources which 
inspire Pius XII’s life and actions. Perhaps should 
not ask this portrait, but one comes expect 
life sympathetically written the present volume. 
This book might called Roman’s view Rome’s 


Padellaro von Rauch Moore 


first citizen, seen from position close to, but out- 
side the Vatican Walls. 


Brother John, F.S.C., Ph.D., 
LaSalle College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


History Soviet Russia 
Praeger. Feb. 


von Rauch, Georg 
Translated Peter and Annette Jacobson. 


20, 1957. 493p. $6.75. 

understandable and clearly-organized outline Russia’s 
history since 1917.” this author’s statement 
purpose mind, many the missing details are ex- 
cusable. The author could have included more, but 
only the expense readability. The intricate story 
the Soviet Union the last days 1956 
complete detail would require more volumes than 
Kliuchevsky’s classic. 

The primary value the book its guiding ability 
through mazes events both internal the Com- 
munist Party and foreign and domestic relations the 
Soviet Government. The author laudably avoids the 
pitfalls predeterminism (Berdyaev), anti-Russian 
nationalism (authors too numerous mention) who 
also adhere the theory Soviet continuation 
Czarist imperialism, and the school 
who retroactively link every step Communism 
hard and fast Marxian ideology. The fact Soviet 
growth power and economy not overlooked. 
But neither the fact that this “progress” required 
directly indirectly million lives, million 
more slave laborers, and untold mental physical 
suffering from every citizen, even the ruling bureauc- 
racy. 

Some interpretations and statements not check with 
other sources, v.g., the unexpectedness Hitler’s attack 
the Soviet Union; but the main the book basic 
any understanding the Soviet Union inter- 
national power. More important, however, the dem- 
onstration that communism, “the nihilism our era,” 
will overcome only the conviction that man, 
though sinful, still made the image and likeness 
God. Readers seriously interested contemporary 
events can ill afford not know this. 


Walter Jaskievicz, 
Institute Russian Studies, 
Fordham University, 


New York, New York 


Moore, Ruth The Earth Live 
Knopf. Nov. 12, 1956. 416p. $6.00. 


The real romance earth science can never given 
enough the understanding publicity that truly 
deserves. 

this story geological discovery, Ruth Moore has 
succeeded further removing from conspicuous hiding 
this heretofore scientific wallflower giving life 
identifying its development from fancy fact with 
the evolution man’s thirst for the whys, wherefores 
and the restless planet that sustains him 
and which has too often terrified him. 


Ruth Moore, “in four acts,” absorbingly conducts the 
reader from the “whisperings the Muses” and the 


“consummate catastrophe the universal flood” 
through the discovery the “outpourings molten 
rock from the bowels the earth”; “fantastic mon- 
sters” and “ice invasions” the concept gradual 
change and the realization that acceptable account- 
ing today’s earth hinges explanation its 
interior and solution its origin. 
Partly this end geology has sprouted its own “boot- 
straps the form earthquake studies and addi- 
tion has solicited assistance from the pure sciences. 
the gamut geological discovery many age-old earth 
questions have been answered but much still awaits 
elucidation and therein rests the charm and challenge 
the science the earth. 
Harold Benson, 
University Scranton 


CLUE-WORKS 


John Coppinger, Elmhurst, Illinois 
Contributing Editor 


Ballinger, The Wife the Red-Haired Man 
Harper. 211p. $2.95. 

This commendable effort different. The 
author has tried tell his story two levels: the pur- 
suer and the pursued. Albert Turner shot death 
the red-haired man, Hugh Rohan, when the latter 
returns from oblivion claim his former wife, now 
Mrs. Turner. detective the New York Police 
Department assigned the task bringing them 
justice. alternating chapters the reader gets the 
evasion and the chase, told the pursuer. The finale 
takes place Ireland; and the tag line reveals that the 
policeman has been Negro! Now, the author had 
wanted make his point, why such overt reference 
the race the pursuer? The fact that the reader 
saw him accepted throughout the story equal 
everyone with whom came contact? 
not have been even more subtle Ballinger had made 
reference whatever the color his cop? But, 
then, the whole point reason for writing the story 
might have been lost. 


Gair, Malcolm Sapphires Wednesday 
Doubleday. 188p. $2.95. 

Mark Raeburn London ex-Bobby who becomes 
private investigator when interesting challenge 
presented him: secure the return necklace 
emeralds “stolen” brother from his 
transatlantic voyage, cold-blooded murder, beau- 
teous assistant, flight Italy, speedy chase through 
the Italian Alps—all add story which action 
emphasized. Gair’s hero Scot with lot the 
ball. One has feeling Raeburn will back. Who 
knows—we may have Highland version Sam 
Spade! 


Ford, Leslie The Girl from the Mimosa Club 
Scribners. Mar. 22,1957. 182p. $2.75. 

Leslie Ford’s new detective story set Baltimore, 
centered elegant Mt. Vernon Place; and features 
young lawyer and young police-woman, whose 


Ballinger Gair Ford Wade Pocket Print and Reprint 


Best SELLERs 


romance blighted when the young man’s socially 
prominent doctor father murdered 
points his gentle and long-suffering wife. Miss Ford 
makes good use courtroom scene the trial 
the hero’s mother; but the solution will surprise 
all. Literate dialogue and competently plotted 
are all her romans policiers, this will satisfy the 
mystery fans. 


Wade, Henry Friendly Drop 
Macmillan. Mar. 3,1957. 250p. $2.95. 

Henry Wade wrote this reviewer’s favorite mystery 
last year: Dying Fall. And his latest publication 
the United States bids fair rate that same acco- 
lade. Here, again, the same fluidity narrative, the 
carefully constructed credibly motivated plot 
structure, and collection believable characters. 
This time out, Wade gives the afflicted Lord Grayle 
who fails arise from his slumber. When Detective 
Inspector Poole arrives from the Yard his interrogation 
the widow, Lady Grayle, and the relatives and serv- 
ants makes look like mere mischance and inadvert- 
ence the part the good Lord Grayle whose nightly 
dram was more potent than usual. Could someone 
have decided help Grayle over the pale? Poole 
works slowly and logically the rational solution but 
Wade, the sly one, has ace his sleeve for the 
faithful reader. leisurely tale but carefully fitted 
mosaic this one those English mysteries into which 
the reader can Wade for pleasure. 


Thomas, Craig The Gregory Hill 
Appleton-Century-Crofts. Feb. 25,1957. 282p. $3.75. 

This thrilling suspense story rather than mystery, 
for know the identity the murderer 
menace from the first. But the story exceptionally 
well-told and the suspense sustained from first last. 
David Gregory’s wife Lela had married him, rather 
than Aaron Layton, because she envied the Gregory 
farm and the Gregory Hill the end the valley. 
Their one son, Paul, worshipped his father and was, 
like him, quiet and self-contained. One morning David 
Gregory was killed while plowing stretch bottom- 
land. But the horses which were supposed have 
bolted and dragged him death had been beaten; 
young Paul had seen man erase footprints around 
the death scene. When, within short time after 
David’s burial, Lela married Aaron Layton and Layton 
discovered that not only his own son, Roger, but also 
Paul knew his complicity David’s death, Paul’s 
life was jeopardy. Incident and characterization are 
excellent; the flavor remote country valley and 
feeling for nature its variable moods enriches the 
tale. The result much better-than-average novel. 


POCKET PRINT AND REPRINT 


Topping the list paperbound editions this month 
the Oxford Press Galaxy reprint Gilbert Highet’s 
The Classical Tradition (GB-5, $2.95; I); the 763 pages 
represent stimulating survey the influences the 
Greek and Roman literatures the literatures 
western Europe, England and the U.S.A., supported 
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choice annotated bibliography, copious notes and 
thorough index, all which recommend this book for 
adoption college literature courses text supple- 
mentary reading .Critic Walter Kerr’s Trinity Col- 
lege lecture Criticism and Censorship has been is- 
sued Bruce papercover, (86p., $1.25; I), with 
unfortunately high price for such edition; Mr. Kerr 
tends set straw men burnt effigy, but 
the basic tenets his thesis are sound Five more 
Anchor books which arrived too late for inclusion 
month’s survey include Stillman Drake’s Discov- 
eries and Opinions Galileo, (A-94, $1.25; IIa), 

first publication which scholarly and temperate, just 
Galileo and the Church his time Karl 
Jaspers’ Man the Modern Age was written 1930; 
its present publication interest only those curious 
about the sources Sartrism; Jaspers Nietszchean 
and Marxist his view religion, and parallels Marx- 
Engels his economic theory, (A-101, $0.95; 
Dupee has edited some the less familiar stories 
and essays Marcel Proust under the collective title 
Pleasures and Days, (A-97, $0.95; the nine short 
stories the first part are weak and interesting only 
students Proust; but the critical essays and personal 
reminiscences the second half, pp. 163 ff., will 
wider appeal the general reader John Dollard’s 
1936 study Caste and Class Southern Town, 
(A-95, $1.25; still valid sociological presen- 
tation the race problem the southern United 
States Lionel Trilling’s novel, The Middle the 
Journey, first published 1947, still worth reading 
dramatic interpretation the attractions and 


snares false liberalism, but will appeal mostly the 
more mature fiction reader, (A-98, $0.95; 
Three additions the American list Pelican (Pen- 
guin) Books are Clark-Kennedy’s Human Disease, 
(A-373, $0.85; IIa), which rather general treatise 
the physical frailties man’s body subject than 


case-cum-symptoms book Holmyard’s 
Alchemy, (A-348, $0.85; I), recounts the history the 
search for means transmute base metals into gold 

Kenneth Hutton, Chemistry, The Conquest 
Materials, (A-353, $0.85; I), tells the fascinating story 
the progress Chemistry, style which supposes 
some knowledge that science. All three books are 
recommendable candidates for the college student’s 
supplementary reading. 


Excellent for Lenten reading are Giovanni Papini’s Life 
Christ, (Dell, F-59, $0.50; which has some 
the headlong emotion the author sometimes obscur- 
ing certain orthodox traditions for the unwary reader 
and Mentor’s edition Abbot Justin McCann’s 
translation Thomas Kempis’ the Imitation 
Christ, (MD-193, $0.50; I), easily one the all-time 


best-sellers and deservedly so. 


Mentor also presents two first printings books about 
people, Victor Von Hagen’s Realm the Incas, 
summary the archaeological history the Andean 
Indian empire, illustrated drawings and photographs, 
(MD-192, $0.50; and Vera Micheles Dean’s 
The Nature the Non-Western World, somewhat 
cursory presentation current political, social, eco- 
nomic situations Russia, India, Middle East, China 
and Japan, Southeast Asia, Africa, and Latin America, 
with pervading leftist slant which does not, however, 


Pocket Print and Reprint 


the validity the overall view, (MD-190, $0.50; 
a). 


The Penguin Library adds four more Shakespeare plays 
the series begun few months back: each edited 
different scholar under the general direction 
Alfred Harbage: Heny IV, Part edited 
Shaaber, (AB-7, $0.50; Henry IV, Part 
edited Allan Chester, (AB-8, $0.50; ... Henry 
edited Louis Wright with Virginia Freund, 
(AB-9, $0.50; Richard edited Matthew 
Black, (AB-6, $0.50; I). 


Pocketbook reprints John Kennedy’s Profiles Cour- 
age, (C-238, $0.35; cf. B.S. Feb. 15, 1956) Robert 
Ruark’s Something Value, (GC-753, $0.75; III, cf. 
B.S. May 1955) Mika Waltari’s The Wanderer, 
$0.35; IIb, cf. B.S. Nov. 15, 1951) and 
James Michener’s Tales the South Pacific, (C-226, 
$0.35; was reprinted abridged version 
1948) Somerset Maugham’s Cakes and Ale, 
(1158, $0.25; and Lloyd Douglas’ Forgive 
Our Trespasses, (C-240, $0.35; Pocket Library 
continues its low-price reprints English with 
John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress, (PL-53, $0.3 

and Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe, 50; 
selected and edited Martin Gardner, and ranging 
from Francis Bacon Oppenheimer, (PL-58, 
$0.35; 


Nurses are heroines two Bantam reprints, viz., Mar- 
guerite Marshall’s Nurse With Wings, typical soapy 
dilemma dame torn between two opposing loves, 
one each side Canadian-U. border, (1575, $0.25; 
Elizabeth Seifert’s Doctor Woodward’s Am- 
bition, where nurse hesitates between ambitions doc- 
tor dear and devotion duty, (1585, $0.25; 
Much, much better, and good news for those who regret 
has been out-of-print James Boyd’s skillful and 
attractive tale boy caught the westward- 
pioneers movement, Bitter Creek, (F-1579, $0.50; I); 
minor American classic, worth the four bits Edwin 
Gilbert’s recent novel about architects and sex, Native 
Stone, (F-1580, $0.50; B.S. Feb. 1956), can 
skipped boring Jim Piersall’s dramatic story, 
Fear Strikes Out, told with Hirshberg’s help, will 
catch those who see the movie; but good 
anyhow, (A-1582, $0.35; I—cf. B.S. July 1955) 
There’s reprint Booth Tarkington’s charming, 
somewhat out-of-date Seventeen, (A-1586, $0.35; 
and Forester’s corking good navy story, 
The Good Shepherd, (A-1587, $0.35; B.S. 
April 1955). 
Permabooks are represented reprint Norah Lofts’ 
dramatic story the Donner’s Pass tragedy, Winter 
Harvest, (M-4068, $0.35; B.S. Oct. 15, 1955) 
Wedding, signed under pen-name Virginia Rowans, 
(M-3075, $0.25; I), similar but somewhat more pre- 
ciously amusing than Father the Bride Add 
Dell’s reprint David Garnett’s rather ridiculous 
amatory game checkers, Aspects love, which hard- 
deserved appear 1955, (D-193, $0.35; IIb); not 


shocking misrepresentative cover pretends. 


Ballantine originals paperback include James Blish’s 
The Frozen Year, (197, $0.35; IIb), about semi-scien- 


pages 
the 


Pocket Print and Reprint 


tific trek North Pole, finds life former proplanet 
but gives avoid war with Mars; inspite frigid 
locale, author gets too sexy for any but adult reader, 
who likely too numbed boredom bother 

Frederick Pohl, another science-fiction writer figures 
out way making animals soldiers defend men 
from invasion primitive life-forms, instead vice- 
versa, (194, $0.35; IIa) The Lonely Women 
Gerda Rhoads badly overwritten tale about the 
hard-times Lucile Hillman, employee high- 
power chain slenderizing salons, might called 
slumming the slimming trade, (196, $0.35; IIb); 
should frighten the wigs off the ladies The First 
and the Last, translated Mervyn Savill from the 
German Adolf Galland, (193, $0.50; I), story 
the Luftwaffe’s pilots one the greatest them 

Counterbalancing this Johnson’s Wing 
Leader, (195, $0.50; I), which tells the RAF story 
Clark Fight Sun Mountain, (198, 35; 
I), has hero who has take pistol whipping and 
survive his own habit chewing his underlip. 


Westerns 

Dell has issued five westerns this month; Hall 
Thompson’s Under the Badge, (A-132, I), 
which deputy sheriff sells his star the town boss 
but later repents and does his duty Renegade 
Canyon Peter Dawson, (938, $0.25; I), reprint 
1948 novel the old theme the disgraced 
Indian scout and whiteman’s greed Escape from 
Five Shadows Elmore Leonard, (940, $0.25; I), con- 
cerns escape from convict labor camp ruled 
sadistic boss who meets his Waterloo Corey Bowen. 
Sagebrush Bandit Bliss Lomax, (942, $0.25; I), mixes 
bit blackmail, lot drive, oil, and pretty girl 
help outlaw hero who wanted respectable 
chase story about three escaped convicts being 
pursued desperate man whose sweetheart they 
Frank O’Rourke’s The Bravados, 
(A-131, $0.25; Hoffman Birney uses the Little 
Bighorn massacre ‘of troops central back- 
ground for The Dice God, (Permabook, M-4073, 
$0.35; I), well charactered reprint 
Another Zane Grey tale, The Border Legion, action 
packed and surefire, (Pocketbook, C-239, $0.35; 
Bar Roundup (Permabook, M-3082, $0.25; I), 
collection short westerns selected Scott Mere- 
dith William Heuman’s Captain McRae, (Bantam, 
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1584, $0.25; I), set west the wide Missouri with 
riverman helping girl safely through Indian fighting. 


Mysteries 

William McGivern’s The File, chiller about kid- 
napping published last year, (Pocketbook, 1156, $0.25; 
I), expert stuff Rayter’s Stab the Dark 
something else again, $0.25; 
Feb. 1956) Dashiell Hammett’s The Maltese 
Falcon, (Permabook, M-3074, $0.25; IIb), introduced 
detective Sam Spade and one the classics this 
genre McBain’s The Con Man (Permabook, 
M-3055, $0.25; original and complicated tale 
murder for Detective Steve Carella the 87th Pre- 
cinct (N. Y.) The Tough Die Hard Robert 
Martin mixes murder and adultery (Bantam, 1577, 
$0.25; Agatha Christie’s Murder Hazelmoor, 
(Dell, 937, $0.25; I), good was 1931 and 
former Dell #391 Erle Stanley Gardner’s Fools Die 
Friday one his Fair pseudonym tales in- 
volving the private detective firm Cool and Lam, 
(Dell, 939, formerly 542, $0.25; IIa) John Bing- 
ham’s Murder Witch British import formerly 
called The Third Skin) tries psychology and juvenile 
delinquents London for change, (Dell, 941, $0.25; 
Stories for the Dead Night, (Dell, B-107, 
$0.35; I), collection suspense stories most 
which are well told Ellery Queen’s Awards, 10th 
series, (Permabook, M-3076, $0.25; I), gathers prize 
winners printed the Ellery Queen Mystery Magazine 
last year. 


Cookbooks, Comics, etc. 

Bantam has issued the new Fanny Farmer Boston Cook- 
ing-School Cook Book, complete and unabridged, but 
still likely come apart after very little use, 
$0.75; Pocketbooks entry The Quick Cook 
Book prepared Lois Kellogg, (C-243, $0.35; I), tak- 
ing advantage new prepared mixes, etc., and giving 
recipes two column, bare-essentials fashion 
From Permabook Complete Guide Gardening 
Montague Free, reprint 1937 Harper publica- 
tion, (M-5006, $0.50; I); the amateur gardener will 
vastly helped this Hank Ketcham’s Wanted: 
Dennis the Menace, (Pocketbook, 1153, $0.25; I), hap- 
pily adapts itself the small scale Crossword 
Puzzles No. edited Margaret Farrar, (Pocketbook, 
1154, $0.25; I), will good news fans. 
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